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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
The start of a new year is always very exciting as it gives us all a 

chance for a fresh start. A chance to reflect on the previous year, 

both the good and maybe the not so good, and make resolutions to 

improve in areas of choice for the next year. 

 

I hope that you and your family had a great 2013 and I wish you the 

best for the 2014 year! 

 

LUNCH PROGRAM 
At the last school board meeting and in the newspaper it indicated 

that the lunch program had a $43,000+ surplus at the end of Novem-

ber. This figure can be a bit misleading. At the same time last year 

the program had a $20,000 surplus. Last year the program had to be 

subsidized by the general fund approximately $40,000 at the end of 

the year to break even. This year the hope is to break even if at all 

possible without help from the general fund. If you have questions 

concerning this information, please contact me and I will do my best 

to answer your questions. 

 

ACADEMIC STAFFING 

FOR 2013-2014 
Lakeview Community School District employs 64 faculty members 

for the instruction of its students. I was asked last year does a teacher 

with extra education make them a better teacher. My reply to that 

question is it should make them a better teacher, but it does not in all 

cases. As with all of us if we wish to improve, we need to continue 

to learn. The following charts provide a brief description of our fac-

ulty: 
(See Superintendent — Continued on page 2) 

by Steve Borer, Principal  

In November the Nebraska State of the 
Schools Report was made public. If you are 
interested the State of the Schools Report it 
can be found on the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Education website- http://
www.education.ne.gov/. 
 
The report provides several pieces of infor-
mation on student achievement and stu-
dent characteristics in Nebraska public 
schools.  One of these data pieces is Ne-
braska’s graduation rates.   Recently the 
Columbus Telegram wrote an article on 
Lakeview’s and Columbus Public’s gradua-
tion rates. Within the article, information 

was shared about Lakeview’s graduation 
rates, but very little was shared in the arti-
cle about how graduation rates are calcu-
lated. Therefore, in this article I would like 
to provide a little more information on how 
graduation rates are currently calculated. 
 

Before I explain how Nebraska calculates 
graduation rates I would like to share the  
following chart from the state of the schools 
report. (See next page.)  This chart shows 
graduation rates for the State of Nebraska 
and Lakeview  for the last three years  
                          

                            (See Graduation—Continued on page 2) 

 Graduation Rates- FYI 

Faculty Level of Education 12-13 13-14 

Baccalaureate Degree 5 9 

Baccalaureate Degree + 9 Hours 6 5 

Baccalaureate Degree + 18 Hours 3 4 

Baccalaureate Degree + 27 Hours 4 2 

Baccalaureate Degree + 36 Hours 11 9 

Baccalaureate Degree + 45 Hours 2 2 

Master's Degree 8 10 

Master's Degree + 9 Hours 5 3 

Master's Degree + 18 Hours 4 2 

Master's Degree + 27 Hours 3 6 

Master's Degree + 36 Hours 12 12 

Total: 63 64 

Faculty Experience at LV 12-13 13-14 

1-5 Years 20 22 

6-10 Years 18 17 

11-15 Years 7 6 

16-20 Years 5 7 

21-25 Years 4 1 

26-30 Years 4 6 

31-35 Years 5 5 

36-40 Years 0 0 

Total: 63 64 

http://www.education.ne.gov/
http://www.education.ne.gov/
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NCLB NOTIFICATION 

Parents/Guardians in the Lakeview Community School District 

have the right to learn about the following regarding their child’s 

teacher’s qualifications: state licensure status, special endorse-

ments for grade level/subject area taught, and baccalaureate/

graduate certification/degree. 

SCHOOL BOARD 
The week of January 20-February 1 is Nebraska School Board 

Recognition Week.  Lakeview Community School’s School 

Board members are:  

 

Board Members:  Jerry Jaixen       Ryan Loseke 

   Tim Mueller Dan Pabian 

   Keith Runge Mary Ann Schreiber 

 

If you have the opportunity, please take a moment of your time to 

thank all of these individuals for the work that they do for the 

district. 

 
 

  

(Superintendent — Continued from page 1) 

(Graduation—Continued from page 1) 

In the chart above you will notice that the graduation rate for Lakeview in 2013 was 79.31%. This is a rate that we are not 
comfortable with here at Lakeview.  As a school district we need to continue to look for ways in which we can improve stu-
dent success and thus improve our student graduation rate. 

As you review this data you need to be knowledgeable of how the data is calculated and which students are actually 
counted in the Four Year Graduation Cohort.  In the past, or at least up until 3 years ago graduation rates were calculated 
based on the total number of senior students who started school in August, minus the  students who did not finish their sen-
ior year, this percentage calculation represented a school’s graduation rate. 

Three years ago the state changed the way in which graduation rates were calculated by changing the start of the stu-
dent’s cohort year.  Now when a student enters their 9th grade year they become a part of a cohort group that must 
graduate in four years.  If a student does not graduate on time with their 4 year cohort they are not considered a graduate
- and count against your graduation rate.  NDE has now recently allowed public schools to count their students who com-
plete summer school courses and complete their graduation requirements during the summer after their graduation date, 
as long as these requirements are completed by September.   If a student does not complete graduation requirements by 
the month of September following their graduation date, they will not be counted in the 4 year graduation cohort. 

 What does this mean? For starters, if a student starts the 9th grade and they drop out or leave the school district and they 
do not re-enroll in a school they are considered a drop out and will count against the graduation rate. Therefore if a stu-
dent moves to another district or out of state it is imperative we receive some type of transcript request if the student re-
enrolls in another school. If we do not receive this request the student will likely be considered a non-graduate and it will go 
against the graduation rate. 

An area which continues to be an area of disagreement between public schools and the Department of Education is in the 
way Special Education students are figured into the graduation rate. Public schools with students who have IEP’s, which 
means they are Special Education students who have individual education plans. These IEP plans are designed to meet the 
student’s particular needs and disabilities. Many of these students are not in regular education classes, and do not graduate 
until they reach the age of 21. These students also start with a cohort in 9th grade but they continue their education until the 
age of 21, or according to their IEP. Obviously these students will not graduate with their 4 year cohorts, and thus are 
counted against a school’s graduation rate. 

The state department has recently made some adjustments for public schools who are trying to help their students gradu-
ate beyond the 4th year cohort.  These students are counted as an Extended 5th year graduates (as listed in the chart 
above). These are students who have likely fallen behind and did not graduate on time but worked through the next 
school year (5th year) to complete their graduation requirements. However the Extended 5th Year adjustment still does not 
take into account the students who are Special Education students and will not graduate until they reach the age of 21.  If 
you have any questions please feel free to give me a call. Have a great Holiday Break! 

  State District 

Cohort Year Cohort Graduation Rate # Graduates Graduation Rate # Graduates 

2011 Four-Year 86.12% 19,313 84.15% 69 

2012 Four-Year 87.63% 19,317 89.04% 65 

2013 Four-Year 88.47% 19,391 79.31% 46 

2011 Extended 5th Year 88.62% 19,957 88.89% 72 

2012 Extended 5th Year 90.25% 19,944 90.41% 66 
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Columbus Community Hospital 

Sports Medicine Program 

4600 38th Street 

Columbus, NE 68601 

January, 2014 

Dear Parent, 

Columbus Community Hospital is proud to announce a new program that will help keep athletes of all ages healthy and well.  Our new Sports 

Medicine program is designed to provide comprehensive care that not only helps prevent injuries, but also makes it possible to evaluate, diag-

nose and treat injuries when they happen. 

Our Sports Medicine Team consists of orthopedic surgeons, athletic trainers, and physical therapists, bringing together depth of knowledge and 

expertise.  These experts collaborate not only to keep athletes injury free but also to ensure that, should there be an injury, the patient receives a 

comprehensive plan of care to achieve the best possible outcomes.  Specialists include: 
 

Orthopedics and Orthopedic Surgery 

Dr. Dustin Volkmer, is an Orthopedic Surgeon with a specialty in sports medicine from the Kerlan-Jobe Orthopaedic Clinic*.  Kerlan-Jobe is consid-

ered to be the expert in comprehensive sports medicine and rehabilitation. 

Dr. Edward Fehringer, is an Orthopedic Surgeon specializing in shoulder and elbow injuries, dislocations, fractures and tendon tears. 

Dr. Richard Cimpl, Orthopedic Surgeon provides contemporary sports medicine care including arthroscopic rotator cuff repair, ACL reconstruction 

and upper and lower extremity care. 

Dr. Michael McGuire, is an Orthopedic Surgeon with a specialty in trauma and tumors of the muscular skeletal system. 

Athletic Trainers On-Staff 

The Hospital’s athletic training services are provided to the three Columbus high schools as well as outreach services for athletic departments at 
Central Community College and several high schools in the surrounding area. 

From game coverage to injury assessment and management, our experienced professional staff of full time Certified Athletic Trainers (ATC) and 
Physical Therapists are able to meet the needs of area athletes and their families.  Our athletic trainers work closely with the physicians, coordi-
nating the care athletes receive and assisting with quick access to appointments.   

Our athletic trainers are also licensed to provide the ImPACT™ Concussion Management Program.  ImPACT is an evaluation tool that helps to 
objectively assess the athlete's post-injury condition and track recovery for safe return to play. 

Physical Therapists 

Post-injury rehabilitation is as important as initial treatment. Our physical therapists are highly skilled in evaluation of active and chronic injuries 
associated with sports injuries. Physical therapy helps people rebuild strength and movement in parts of their body after an injury. Our physical 
therapists can teach exercises, stretches, and techniques using specialized equipment to address problems that can someone manage pain and 
prevent permanent damage and recurring problems. 

Athletic Republic 

Athletic Republic offers athletes of all ages a strength training and endurance program that can increase speed, strength and power, while helping 
decrease the possibility of injury. The specialized training programs at Athletic Republic are individualized for each athlete and designed to meet 
the specific demands of an array of sports. 

As Medical Director for the Columbus Community Hospital Sports Medicine Program, Dr. Volkmer is available to answer any questions you might 

have about the Hospital’s new program, sports injury, or injury prevention.  To contact Dr. Volkmer, call the Columbus Orthopedic and Sports 

Medicine office at 402-562-4700. 

To learn more about the Hospital’s Sports Medicine Program, Athletic Republic or any of our other programs or services, visit our website at 

www.columbushosp.org 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael Hansen, FACHE 
President/C.E.O. 

http://www.columbushosp.org
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Have you gotten a new cell phone recently?  Do you have a drawer full of old phones 
that are collecting dust?  The Lakeview Language Club has an ongoing fundraiser which 
collects and recycles old phones.  If you have old phones you would like to donate, 
please bring them to the high school or to Mrs. Brock.  The Langauge Club appreciates 
your support in earning funds for our future trip to Belize.   

All 9-12 students are invited to attend the Snow Ball Winter 
Formal on Saturday, Jan 4th from 8:00 to 11:30 
p.m.  Admission is $5 for all 9-12 students. Crowning of roy-
alty will take place at 9:00 pm.  Out of town dates must be 
signed up in the office prior to Winter Break.  All seniors who 
are available to help out--we will be decorating the West 
Gym on Fri, Jan 3rd from 9:00 am to noon.  Clean-up will 
take place immediately following the dance Sat eve-
ning.  Also, seniors may begin bringing the items you have 
signed up for on the sheet posted on Mrs. Krienke's door. 
 Congrats to our Snowball candidates!  They are: 9th grad-
ers Carley Cooper, Bailey Sloup, Addie Wilke, Jarrod Blaser, 

Lakeview Softball 2013-2014 
The 2013 Viqueens finished much improved from last season, finishing an exciting season with an 11-15 record. 

Season highlights included going 2 and 1 at the opening tournament, an exciting 5-4 victory over Centennial, a run-rule victo-

ries over David City-East Butler and West Point-Beemer, a 14-run slugfest victory over Aurora and hard-fought wins over 

conference rival Crete and Aquinas. 

Several players earned post-season honors. Senior right-fielder Jade Higgins received 2nd team All-Conference honors, sopho-

more pitcher Morgan Langmack received first team All-Conference honors, and set a new season record for batting average 

with an impressive .507 and a team-high 17 RBI. Sophomore catcher Morgan Peters received second team All-Conference and 

Higgins, Langmack and Peters all received Honorable Mention for the Omaha World-Herald All-Nebraska Team. Junior cen-

ter-fielder Monica Gotschall also received second-team All-Conference honors for her hard work at the plate and in the field for 

some amazing plays. 

Other notable contributors were junior third-baseman Elisabeth Cunningham, defensive leader first-baseman Logan Runge 

with a .927 fielding percentage, junior short stop Ashley Gilsdorf – an impressive lead-off hitter with a .342 AVG and a team-

high 10 stolen bases, junior second baseman Makayla Coan, and new varsity contributors in sophomores Zaida Velazquez and 

Sierra Bender who split time in left field and made excellent strides in hitting and base running over the season. Freshmen 

Riley Lyon and Sabrina Steffen played important roles stepping up whenever the team needed them. 

Every team member made excellent contributions to the team this season: 

Seniors: Jade Higgins. 

Juniors: Logan Runge, Makayla Coan, Ashley Gilsdorf, Lizzy Cunningham, and Monica 

Gotschall 

Sophomores: Sierra Bender, Megan Coan, Morgan Langmack, Taylor Nelson, Morgan Peters, 

Kirsten Peterson, Rylee Stevenson and Zaida Velazquez. 

Freshmen: Sabrina Steffen and Riley Lyon 

Manager: Emily Cunningham 

Next year’s captains will be Makayla Coan, Lizzy Cunningham and Monica Gotschall. 

The Viqueens were coached by Nora Kmiecik, Chad Dallman and George Menke, and supported by many parents and friends. 

Jordan Janssen, Dakota Prorok; 10th graders Caitlyn Con-
dreay, Kayla Schrunk, Victoria Sprunk, Tate Janssen, Dy-
lan Johnson, Austin Maurer; 11th graders Monica Gotsc-
shall, Madison Hilbert, Abbey Humlicek, 
Juan Escalona, Dominick Henk, Logan 
Rodehorst; and 12th graders Rayna 
Butterfield, Lindsey Jaixen, Taryn Lued-
tke, Taylor Neuhalfen, Courtney Sem-
pek, Turner Condreay, Evan Dewald, 

Mark Jarecki, Isaac Purcell, Ethan 
Scheffler. 
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Change of  Address, Work & Home  

Telephone Numbers or Employment 

It is very important that we keep your child’s in-

formation up-to-date in the event your child would 

get sick or there was an emergency at school. Please 

call the Administration Office at 402-564-8518 if you 

have any changes. 

Activities Resume helps students track 

extracurricular activities throughout high school 

The Activities Resume allows students to create 

a resume of their accomplishments, which they 

can use when applying to college, submitting 

scholarship applications, or job searching.  With 

this activity, students will learn how to track activi-

ties throughout middle and high school – and 

have the information readily available by simply 

logging back into their account. An Activities Re-

sume should include, but is not limited to, school 

clubs and activities, awards, recognition and hon-

ors, volunteer work, mentoring, shadowing, and 

part-time jobs.  

College Funding Estimator  
provides early awareness of EFC 

The College Funding Estimator calculates the 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which is the 
estimated amount the federal government believes a 
family can pay toward college for one academic year. 
By using the Estimator, a family can gain an early 
awareness of their EFC before they file the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid).   
 
The Estimator asks the same questions and uses the 
same calculation as the FAFSA, so the results can help 
students plan financially for college and determine if 
they qualify for need-based financial aid including 
need-based scholarships. This tool is helpful for 
parents with sophomores, juniors and seniors as they 
prepare for college expenses. 

Featured  

EducationQuest Tools 

Upcoming ACT Test Dates Registration Deadline 

February 8, 2014     January 10, 2014 

April 12, 2014   March 7, 2014 

June 14, 2014   May 9, 2014 

 

Register online at www.actstudent.org              

College Fairs Slated For This Spring 

EducationQuest will host the following college fairs this 
spring: 

Kearney Area College Fair 

Sunday, March 30, University of Nebraska at 
Kearney 

Omaha Area College Fair 

Sunday, April 6, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Lincoln Area College Fair 

Sunday, April 13, Southeast Community College 

**ATTENTION LAKEVIEW ALUMNI**  

Did you or a fellow Alumnus move in the recent 

past?  Call us or email and let us update our  

records, so we can keep you in the loop 

 regarding Alumni activities!  

402-564-8518 or E-mail tfrauend@esu7.org 

http://www.educationquest.org/activities-resume/
http://www.educationquest.org/college-funding-estimator/
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TITLE I ~ Christmas Trees Everywhere!  

If you’ve been in the Shell Creek building in December,  chances are 

you noticed the 80 decorated Christmas trees throughout the hallways.  Stu-

dents, along with their families, decorated the trees and returned them to 

school to help adorn our building.   

Title I sponsored this creative family project and 

treated students that participated to a candy 

cane.  The Title I department wishes all our school 

families a Happy Holiday Season!   

Merry Christmas and Feliz Navidad! 

December AR Trophy Winners 

December’s AR winners are Mr. Bentz’s 6th grade class and Mrs. Wemhoff’s 3rd grade class.  Keep up the good work! 

Veteran’s Day Activity — Shell Creek students 
wrote letters to veterans thanking them for their 
service to our country.   The letters were then  
delivered to Veterans in our area.   

Can Food Drive 

The Shell Creek Student Council challenged each student to bring two cans of food for a 

Food Pantry.  We exceeded our goal of 500 cans for the school so we will have a popcorn and 

movie afternoon the last day of school before Christmas Break.  
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In 
and Around 

Platte Center Elementary School 

Shell Creek (Continued)  

4th Grade Simple Machine Project 

Students in Mrs.  Anderson’s 4th grade room designed 
their own simple machines and presented them to the 
class. 

aquarium we broke off into our different groups and visited different  

parts of the zoo.  Our group was able to take some time and go  

through the Lied Jungle and Desert Dome before we headed off to  

lunch.  The entire group had a great sack lunch then headed back  

out to see some more animals.  One of the highlights was  when one of the  

gorillas pounded on the window scaring and scattering a few students. We were also  

entertained by the lions roaring throughout the zoo.  We ended the day by viewing an IMAX movie 

then heading back to Columbus.  It was a great day of fun and learning for all of us.  What an edu-

cational experience for our students at Lakeview Community Schools.  A big thank you goes out to 

all the parents that helped out with this trip.  We could not have done it without you! 

Platte Center  

 3rd Grade Henry Doorly Zoo  - The 3rd graders at Platte Center 

Elementary joined up with the 3rd graders at Shell Creek Elemen-

tary for a fun filled day at The Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha.  The 

day started off rainy but turned beautiful  

for us about mid morning.  We started  

the day off at the Aquarium where we  

were treated to the penguins feeding  

time.  Then we took some time to visit  

some of our aquatic friends in the  

touch tank.  After visiting the  
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Food/Clothing Drive (left) 

Throughout the month of December, Platte Center stu-

dents and staff brought food, warm coats, gloves, hats 

and snow pants to school.  The clothing was given to 

kids who need them and families from the community 

benefitted from the donated food items.  A fun contest 

was held to determine which class brought the most 

items.  The winning class will receive a popcorn party in 

January.  Thank you to all the staff, parents and stu-

dents for your outstanding generosity! 

Snow!   Snow!!  Snow!!!  
Monday, December 9th, was an exciting start to the week!  

The falling snow over the weekend resulted in the winners 

of our annual “Snowfall Contest”.  The student in each grade 

who guessed closest to the actual date of the first snowfall 

was awarded Hershey Kisses, Hot Cocoa mix and a mug.  This 

year the staff also guessed and the winner was Chris Thoms!  

Congratulations to:  Mr. Thoms, Brook Bronson(K), Eli Pila-

kowski (1), Ben Cunningham (2), Oscar Campos (3), Zach Gar-

retson (4), Daniel Manriquez (5), and Brian Campos (6). 

Title 1 Family Christmas Tree Project — The Title 1 program sponsored a Family Tree Decorating Activity. 

       Children took paper Christmas trees home and decorated them as a family.  

       Each tree is amazing!!  They were displayed in the hallway for 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  everyone to admire.  The students had lots 

 of fun with their families as they thought of new and  

interesting ways to decorate their trees. 

Platte Center (Cont.)  
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1st semester AR Goal Medal Winners  -  Platte Center Elementary is pleased to announce 1st Semester 

Accelerated Reader Gold Medal Winners.  (Please Note:  There may be more students that will be recognized 

in the Platte Center Newsletter due to the early submission to this publication.) 

Kindergarten 
Daniel Borgman 
 
Grade 1 
Emerson Sprunk 
Brant Sander 
Tripp Soulliere 
Kortney Tunink 
Adrian Loza 
Jasmin Jimenez Vargas 
Alec Langan 
Leah Max 
Eli Pilakowski 
Ana Jimenez 
Haley Sprunk 
Clayton Thomson 
Carter Dietrich 
Alyn Estrada Morales 
Daniel McManigal 

Grade 2 
Rieley Holyoak 
Jane Johnson 
Blake Barcel 
Diego Becerra 
Ben Cunningham 
Yordi Dominguez 
Alan Estrada Morales 
Victor Perez-Jimenez 
Estrella Sanchez Martiniz 
Judianne Purrinton 
Hadley Beaumont 
Taylor Greisen 
Chelsey Martinez-Jaramillo 
Adriana Sanchez 
William Hrouda 
Sam Abegglen 
Junior Bahena 

Grade 3 
Jenna Schafer 
Kenny Morales 
Grace Berkeland 
Johann Chavez 
Caitlyn Steffen 
Chevelle Thomson 
Oscar Campos Gaspar 
Alayna Lichtenfeld 
 
 
Grade 4 
Justin Mohrmann 
Janae Sliva 
Alexa Martinez 
Erick Bello-Solis 
Andres Rosales Valles  

 

 

 

Grade 5 
Zach Schafer 
Kevin Dominguez 
Oliver Jimenez 
Nathaly Loza 
Gianna Carde 
William Becker 
Emma Gill Einspahr 
 
Grade 6 
Luke Sliva 
Whitney Kuta 
Kaley Gilsdorf 
Heidi Alvarado 

Grandparent’s Day 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade treated their grandparents to an afternoon of food and fun!  Lunch was eaten 
together at noon followed by the building of gingerbread houses.  A big Thank You to the teachers for all 
their hard work in planning and implementing the day.  Thank you to all the parents, grandparents, staff and 
students who made the day special! The Kindergarten and 1st grade students were so excited to take home 
their gingerbread creations! 

 

“Power of Knowledge” Project Deemed Winner! 

Youth for Christ and the Back to Basics Coalition chose Platte Center Elementary as the winner of the Making a Difference 

Service Project Award.  The school will receive an award, plaque, and be featured in the Columbus Telegram.  Platte Cen-

ter’s entry, “Power of Knowledge”, was to teach every student attending Platte Center Elementary different strategies to 

include other students in activities no matter what the race or disability of each student.  Positive interaction with each 

other and with people in the community was another goal.  Students are being taught strategies for handling various situa-

tions (ex:  Helping someone in need; Working through a conflict; Including everyone in an activity). Students and Staff 

should be proud of their efforts to interact with each other in such a positive environment! 

Platte Center (Cont.)  


